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you blow ou'r then don t blow yo gine B
youwve got a winner, if you understand what we mean,

explained that wrecking-yard parts were used in the

assembly of the initial unit and that we tested it under
barely completed conditions. The car was ordered by Dave
Lewis, a salesman at Hollywood Sport Cars, and no sooner
had he taken delivery than things happened fast. Andy
Granatelli, of Paxton Products, heard that the car was on
the road and wanted very much to try his Corvair super-
charger kit on one to go record-hunting at Bonmneville a
week later, When Devin advised him that there wasn’t time
to get a second unit assembled, Lewis was contacted and
arrangements made to borrow the car for a six-week period.
So, as of this writing, Dave has managed to drive hig
machine for only two short days.

The Paxton crew jumped on the car immediately, bolting
in a “loosened-up” engine, changing the gear ratio to 8.09
to 1, installing a blower kit, an extra battery and a 24-volt
aireraft fuel pump. Time and the weather worked against
them and they were unable to get an official run at Bonne-
ville, though Andy managed to sizzle his Paxton-ized Chrys-
ler 800F through the traps at over 185 mph, Somehow
(and we can’t delve into that any further) a very unofficial

lN OUR OCTOBER REPORT on the Devin-Corvair we

time of 167 mph was obtained on the pressurized Devin.

Granetelli feels that a potential of 175 mph can easily be
accomplished.

50

PHOTOS: RANDY HOLT

There was little change in exterior appearance of the
car, except that a part of the blower now peeked through
the rear deck. The rear wheels had been decambered some
and the engine moved a bit forward in the chassis. An effi-
cient roll-bar was now located behind the driver’s head and
extra gauges were mounted on an accessory dash under
the original. Moon discs were installed on the wheels. Un-
fortunately, for our purpose, there hadn’t been time to
straighten out the suspension or brakes to match the extrs
performance, so our tests were limited to straight-line runs.

In terms of URGE, the Paxton-blown car really has it.
We were amazed to come smoking off the line like there
were seven liters behind us instead of two-point-three. We
used tachometer figures against the loaded-rolling-radius
to come up with our acceleration times and, while they’re
undoubtedly inaccurate below 50 mph, they should be dead
on above that. With two people aboard we charged through
the quarter-mile at 107 mph, with a 15.2-second Elapsed
Time. Alone, we coasted through the traps for a 13.8 ET
when the blower hose ruptured halfway down the run. From
a Corvair, this was indeed impressive.

The weekend after this Granatelli took the little gold car
to the Fontana dragstrip and proceeded to establish an
overall sportscar record with a 12.94 second ET, at 107.58

(eontinued on following page)
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Above, Paxton mechanics ready the Devin for Quarter-Mile Below, use of the stock Corvair supercharger kit.necessitated
acceleration runs. Note the boost-pressure gouges and extra eutting of the rear deck and one fender, the installation of a
tach. mounted on dash to keep track of blower efficiency, post to hold the kigh-boost tension spring mounted outboard,




Installed strictly for experimental purposes, the Paxton kit
combined with the slightly modified engine to boost output of
the tiny Corvair to over 190 hp. The car, right, caused more
than a little commotion among Corvette owners when times
at local strips smashed the out-&-out sports car record runs.

DEVIN “C”

mph. This shook the Corvette boys right down to their socks.
His next assault was at San Fernando the next weekend.
Again this resulted in a Category record with a 12.44 ET
and a 109.75 through the traps. By the end of the day the
Devin was tied for Little Eliminator against an out-&-out
rail job, but the final run-off was called because of darkness.
By the following weekend, the word was out. The Corvettes
stayed away in droves and several challenges from as far
away as San Francisco had failed to appear. Reportedly,
Granetelli was requested by strip operators in the area to
please retire the Devin from this particular phase of com-
petition before they went out of business.

From there the car was returned to Devin with the blower
removed and frantic efforts were made to ready the car
for the Times-Mirror race at Riverside (see page 14) four
days later. When castings ordered for the disc brakes failed
to arrive, a last-minute panic developed in converting back
tc drum units and obtaining wheels that would clear the
drums. Things didn’t work out too well, but Lewis and
driver Pete Woods decided to run anyhow. Pete started the
race with what amounted to only one brake working (it
was dragging) and it was only a few laps before the de-
pendance upon engine-deceleration caused overheating and
cooked two cylinders and pistons, forcing retirement. But
even these few laps proved what they wanted to know; the
car handled very well and had adequate power to match the
other cars in its class.

At this writing another “C” is being readied. This one
embodies improvements that were impractical to make on
the prototype and has dise brakes. Two Corvair powerplants
are under construction. One is a highly-tuned version that’s
normally aspirated; the other contains conservative modi-

(continued)
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fications and will be blown by a new “453” GMC super-
charger. It's expected that the latter will develop the most
reliable horses, but the car will be campaigned in both forms
to prove this conclusively. While existing rules may force
it to complete the season as a Modified, there is no present
reason why it wouldn’t qualify as a GT entry in 1962 and
very possible that it’ll make the Production category. Either
way it'll be a very interesting machine to watch. 'S
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